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Omaha Press Club Announces Winner of Annual
“Excellence in Journalism” Awards Competition

(Omaha, NE) – The Omaha Press Club recognized winners of its annual Excellence in Journalism awards contest in a ceremony on Saturday, June 4, at the Omaha Press Club. Entries were accepted in the following categories: Television, Radio, Print, Magazine, Still Photography and Public Relations. Submissions were judged by members of the Atlanta Press Club.

The winners were:

TELEVISION
Best Investigative Story
First Place: Craig Nigrelli and Sean Kelly, Action 3 News (“Crime secret weapon”)

Best Spot News
First Place: Molli Graham and Rich Watson, Dave Roberts and Jesse Henderson, Action 3 News (“Inmate Found, Bagel Bin Fire”)
Second Place: David Jespersen, Don Hedman, 1011 News (“Puppy mill bust”)

Best Sports Story
First Place: Lance Schwartz, 1011 News (“65 years on the chain gang”)

Best Evening Newscast
First Place: Action 3 News Team (“Action 3 News at 5 p.m.”)
Second Place: The Omaha News

Best Feature Story
First Place (Tied): Josh Buda, The Omaha News (“Cobweb castles”) and Josh Gray, freelancer (“Life chronicles Omaha: Kim Haney”)
Second Place: Lance Schwartz, 1011 News (“Quack off duck races”)
Honorable Mention: Josh Buda, The Omaha News (“Dog day at the bay”)

Best Videography
First Place: Tyler Kersting, Dave Roberts, Action 3 News (“Fall kills teenage boy”)
Second Place: Josh Buda, The Omaha News (“Dog day at the bay”)
Honorable Mention: Josh Buda, The Omaha News (“Cobweb castle”)

Best Public Affairs Program or Documentary
First Place: Bill Kelly, NET Nebraska (“CSI on trial”)
Second Place: The Omaha News (“Aging in Nebraska”)
Honorable Mention: Mike Tobias, NET Nebraska (“Before the battle”)

RADIO
Best Newscast
First Place: KVNO (“Daily newscast – Aug. 13, 2010, 4 p.m.”)
Second Place: Rich Denison, KFAB (“5:30 a.m. newscast”)

Best Blog
First Place: KVNO, (“kvnonews.com”)

PRINT
Best Column
First Place: Joel Stevens, The Opinion Tribune (“Shh, on socialism in the library”)
Second Place: Joe Foreman, The Opinion Tribune (“CB salutes Edward Scissorhands”)
Honorable Mention: Jeff Kazmierski, UNO Gateway (“One in five Americans are idiots”)

Best Enterprise Reporting
First Place: Scott Stewart, Bellevue Leader (“John Deegan investigation series”)
Second Place: Timberly Ross, Associated Press (“Abortion rights foes look to spread fetal pain law”)
Third Place: John Funk, Associated Press (“Health overhaul – bottom line”)
Honorable Mention: Margery Beck, Associated Press (“Nebraska Democrats could see backlash from Nelson vote”)

Best Critical Writing/Review
First Place: Joe Shearer, UNO Gateway (“Cursive’s Domestica” and “Mama I’m Swollen”)
Second Place: Jasmine Maharisi, the Reader (“American Hate”)

Best Editorial Cartoon
First Place: Bill Dunn, editor, Grand Island Independent (“Pothole Season in Nebraska”)

Best Special Section
First Place: Joe Foreman and Joel Stevens, The Opinion Tribune (“That Championship Season”)
Second Place: UNO Gateway Staff: Jasmine Maharisi, Michael Wurder, Rachel George, Joe Shearer, Mo Nuwwarah, Jeff Kazmierski, Kelsey Jochum, Bre Hayden, Kristen Brandt, Mitchell Warren Jamie Sughroue-Linale, and Patrick Cooley (“The Gateway Entertainment Weekend Edition”)

Best Sports Column
First Place: Rob Dump, Cedar County News (“Forgetting Life’s Early Lessons”)

Best Feature Story
First Place: Joe Foreman, The Opinion Tribune (“Unconditional Love”)
Second Place: Lisa Spellman, UNMC (“UNMC clinic shares compassion treatment with community”)
Honorable Mention: Max Olson, UNL Student (“Getting back to the Mat”)
Honorable Mention: Chris Cobbs, OPPD (“To Africa with Love”)


MAGAZINE
Best Magazine Column
First Place: Creighton University Magazine, Sheila Swanson, layout and design; and Rick Davis, editor (“Reflections on BP Oil Spill”)

Best Layout and Design
First Place: Creighton University Magazine, Sheila Swanson, layout and design; Rick Davis, editor; and Pamela A. Vaughn, features editor.

Best Magazine Cover
First Place: Bill Sitzmann, Omaha Magazine (“AIDS: A love story”)

Best Graphic or Illustration
First Place: Joe Comstock, OPPD (“Flashtoons”)

Best Feature Story
First Place: Corey Ross, Omaha Magazine (“AIDS: A love story”)
Second Place: Pamela A. Vaughn, writer; Rick Davis, editor; Sheila Swanson, designer/associate editor. Creighton University Magazine (“Faculty After Hours”)

PHOTOGRAPHY
Best Photo Essay
First Place: Joe Shearer, UNO (“MAHA music fest”)

Best Sports Photo
First Place: Joe Shearer, UNO (“Mario Morgan”)


PUBLIC RELATIONS

Best Print Newsletter
First Place: Paula Lukowski, OPPD (“Outlets”)
Second Place: Jon Brooks, Image Building Communications (“FPA News”)
Third Place: SKAR Advertising Inc. [“One One One (111)]

Best Media/Press Kit
First Place: Jon and Bridget Brooks, Image Building Communications (“Aksarben Cinema grand opening”	)

Best Annual Report
First Place: Nicole Lindquist, Jessi Long, Andrew Nelson, UNMC Public Relations (“Munroe-Meyer Institute annual report”)
Second Place: Paula Lukowski, Joe Comstock, OPPD Corp. Communications, Corporate Acct., Corp Aud. (“Your Energy Partner, OPPD Annual Report”)
Third Place: Susan Eustice, The Salvation Army (The Salvation Army Annual Report)

Best Brochure/Direct Mail
First Place: Magis Productions/Fr. Don Doll, Fr. Dave Korth, Marcia Poole, Pat Osborne (“St. Augustine Indian Mission Calendar”)
Second Place: Dawn Myron, Geri Michelic, The Salvation Army Kroc Center (“Tribute Direct Mail”)
Third Place: Geri Michelic and Dawn Myron, The Salvation Army Kroc Center (“Membership Offer Direct Mail”)

Best Web Site
First Place: Steve Villamonte, executive director, Omaha Press Club (“Omaha Press Club website”)
Second Place: Susan Eustice, The Salvation Army, (“The Salvation Army Web Site”)
Third Place: Dawn Myron and Geri Michelic, The Salvation Army Kroc Center (“The Salvation Army Kroc Center Website”)

A portion of the proceeds from the Excellence in Journalism awards is earmarked for college scholarships for journalism students through the Omaha Press Club Foundation, a 501(c)3 corp.
